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September 14, 2006

The Honorable _______________

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C.  20515

Dear Congressman _______________:

On behalf of the Public Sector HealthCare Roundtable (the Roundtable), a national coalition of public sector health care purchasers, I am writing to express our strong desire that final action on health information technology (Health IT) legislation be completed prior to the adjournment of the 109th Congress.  I urge you to appoint conferees expeditiously to resolve the differences between H.R. 4157 and S. 1418 so that a final Health IT measure can be presented to the President this year.  

Roundtable members range in size from the largest public pension plan in the country to small city and county healthcare agencies.  Even though state and local governments spend more than $12 billion annually on health benefits for millions of active and retired public employees and their families, public sector health care purchasers nevertheless find themselves all too frequently without a voice when critical healthcare policy decisions are considered.  The Roundtable was therefore formed to ensure that the interests of the public sector are properly represented during the formulation and debate of Federal health care reform initiatives.    

Unfortunately, much of today's health care system has remained relatively untouched by the technological innovations which have benefited other industries, leaving a health system where patient records and prescription needs remain predominantly maintained in paper files. Without a system of data standardization among providers, the ability of participants in the system to effectively share data will continue to be difficult if not impossible to achieve. 

This fragmentation wastes time, money, and results in lives lost to treatment errors.  According to some studies, the widespread adoption of health IT could save more than $81 billion a year in healthcare costs as well as greatly improve the overall quality of patient care.  The Roundtable therefore believes that it is essential that Congress adopt Health IT legislation that fosters (1) the development of a health information infrastructure without compromising patient privacy or quality of care; (2) the adoption of clinical information systems; and (3) the implementation of payment policies to reward high quality health care in the Medicare program and throughout the US health care system as a whole. 
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We also support the codification of the Office of National Coordinator of Health Information Technology within the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to develop needed standards. As regulator, purchaser and health care provider to approximately 115 million Americans, and sponsor of health research, education, and training, the Federal government has an inescapable leadership role to play in promoting uniformity of health care quality measures and data standardization. Creating a permanent office within HHS to pursue these goals enhances responsibility, authority, and accountability in their development and implementation. 

Finally, the diverse healthcare community needs Federal leadership to provide guidelines for interoperability.  Efforts to increase the use of Health IT should include measurable, interoperable reporting standards and enhancements, and should be adequately and fully funded.  Creation of these standards through public channels provides the best guarantee that the system that is ultimately developed will have as its chief focus improvements in quality, safety, and transparency, with administrative and efficiency savings flowing from those goals. 

H.R. 4157 and S. 1418 present an opportunity to do something about addressing the ever-spiraling costs of healthcare that must not be missed.  Furthermore, while the opportunity to enact such important reforms is critically important in the near term, a national debate discussing the long-term structure of the U.S. healthcare system is long overdue.  The Public Sector HealthCare Roundtable looks forward to working with you as this critical work gets underway.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions concerning the Roundtable, please feel free to contact our administrator, Lussier, Gregor, Vienna & Associates, at (703) 684-5236, or at tlussier@lgva.net.  






Sincerely,







Jarvio Grevious
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